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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 

At a Meeting of the 
 

WORKING GROUP ON THE REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS & PLACES 
 

Held on Tuesday, 9th October 2007 at 10.50 am  
In The Norfolk Room, The Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Dereham 

 
 

PRESENT  
Quadling, Mrs. P Smith, Mr. W. H. C 
Myers, Mr. D. S Turner, Mrs. L. S 

 
Also Present  
Duigan, Mr. P  
Irving, Mrs. D   

 
In Attendance  
Daniels, Mrs. S - Electoral Services Manager 
Sawyer, Mrs. A - Consultation Officer 
Vargeson, Mr. I - Democratic Services Manager 

 
 
  Action by 

12/07 CHAIRMAN  

 
Linda Turner was appointed Chairman for the meeting. 
 

 

13/07 LAST MEETING  

 A report of the meeting of the Working Group held on 4 September 
2007 was received and noted. 

 

14/07 APOLOGIES  

 An apology for absence was received from Mr I Sherwood.  

15/07 OUTSTANDING ISSUES  

 a) Carbrooke   

 Following the last meeting, a letter had been sent to Mr J Rogers, Ward 
Representative for Carbrooke, to enquire as to a possible suitable 
additional polling station to serve that part of the parish previously 
forming part of RAF Watton.  Mr Rogers had been unable to locate an 
alternative, but was concerned at the current Carbrooke/Watton 
boundary.  The Working Group had previously discussed this and 
acknowledged that the unclear boundary needed to be addressed, 
recognising that this was outside the scope of the current review and 
something that needed to be examined as part of a boundary review. 
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  Action by 

b) Roudham 

 Sue Daniels reported that there had been no response from the landlord 
of the Angel PH, Larling to the third letter asking whether a room at his 
premises could be used as an alternative to the existing caravan, sited 
at Roudham.  It was agreed that an attempt should be made to contact 
the landlord by email, failing which the caravan would have to continue 
to be used, in the absence of any further viable alternative.  

 

 c) Thetford – Guildhall Ward  

 A proposal for a more equitable division of the register between stations 
had been circulated.  This had met with the support of Ward 
Representatives and the Working Group agreed to recommend that this 
division of the polling district be changed as suggested. 

 

 d) Lexham  

 Mr M Kiddle-Morris, Ward Representative, had been asked for his 
thoughts on a suggestion for the owners of the building used as a polling 
station at Lexham that this be combined with the Litcham station.  Mr 
Kiddle-Morris agreed that the existing station at Lexham was perfectly 
adequate and felt that there would be no advantage to the voters of 
Lexham to have to go to Litcham 

 

  It was therefore agreed to recommend that the status quo be 
maintained. 

 

 e) Weeting  

 For the reasons given by Mr R Childerhouse, Ward Representative, as 
reported at the last meeting (Minute Number 10/07), the Working Group 
agreed to recommend that the Village Hall be used as a polling station 
in future instead of the Village Centre (The Old School). 

 

16/07 CONSULTATION AND PUBLICITY  

 The Working Group considered the additional submissions received 
since the last meeting in response to consultation.  The formal period for 
consultation had expired on 24 September, but comments subsequently 
received were reported.   

 

 Members noted the representations from Dereham residents at Norwich 
Road and Becclesgate and the fact that their concerns related to the 
drawing of ward boundaries, which was outside the scope of this review.  

 

 Access Groups within the district had been contacted individually, for 
advice and comments on the suitability of venues used as polling 
stations.  Responses had been received from the Dereham, Swaffham 
and Thetford Access Groups. 

 

 Keith Ready on the Thetford Access Group was happy with the 
suitability of, and access to, polling stations in the Thetford area, but 
enquired as to facilities for the visually impaired or hard of hearing.  
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  Action by 

Members noted the statutory procedures available for assisting voters, 
and also the facilities provided for the visually impaired.  Having noted 
that discussions with the Policy Officer (Equalities) had concluded that, 
as far as the hard of hearing were concerned, instructions were clear 
enough, Members concurred that provisions were adequate.  It was 
further noted that training for polling staff before an election included 
both oral and written advice on awareness of a disabled person’s 
needs.  

 Dorothy Dickens of the Swaffham Access Group had been in touch and 
raised various concerns as far as access to possible alternative venues 
in the town were concerned and also voting procedures.  She had been 
given assurances as to procedures in the polling station and also 
informed that there were no plans at the moment to use any venues 
within Swaffham other than the Assembly Rooms, which was eminently 
suitable for the purpose. 

 

 Alan MacKim of the Dereham Access Group had enquired about the two 
remaining polling stations where caravans were used.   At Roudham an 
alternative was being sought (see above) and the only other viable 
alternative at Merton would be to send the electors to a different parish.  
On balance, the Working Group felt that the retention of a caravan for 
this small electorate was less inconvenient than redirecting them to 
either Thompson or Watton.  In response to a further enquiry about low 
level polling booths suitable for wheelchair users, Mr MacKim had been 
informed that a new consignment of polling stations had recently been 
purchased (using Government Grant), including 29 low level booths. 

 

17/07 FORMULATION OF WORKING GROUP’S REPORT  

 In order to meet the requirements for publication of the Council’s 
conclusions, the Working Group agreed the following reporting 
arrangements:- 

 

 • Working Group meeting – 7 November 

• General Purposes Committee – 7 November 

• Council – 6 December 

 

 A draft report on the overall deliberations would be circulated to Working 
Group Members in advance of the 7th November meeting.  

 

   

The meeting closed at 11.25am  

 CHAIRMAN 

 


